
Photo/Graphic Design/Video Syllabus - Updated for the 
2015/2016 School Year 
Materials Needed:  
Thinking Cap. Earbuds or headphones to listen to tutorial videos (optional). Pencil and paper for notes 
and/or sketches. No photo or graphic design fees. 
 
Course Description:  
The photo, graphic design/video programs at GHHS, PHS and HBHS are based on the state frameworks 
and our articulation agreements for the local colleges. 
 
Evaluation:  
1. Project evaluations  
2. Quizzes  
3. Written and performance test(s) over book(s), readings, and lectures, etc.  
4.Online Website/Portfolio  
 
You can redo your projects to improve their grades.  
 
This is how your projects are graded: 
 
1. Your project needs to be on your Weebly site by the end of the period on the due date. Fill out a grade 
slip, bring up your website on your computer, not in your Weebly editor, the actual page on the web. Show 
me the assignment. If all is good I will take your slip and put it in the grade book. If all ISN'T good, I'll let 
you know what needs to be fixed, you then fix it, call me back over and if I agree I'll put the grade in the 
grade book. If you don't want to fix it I'll give you an, "as is" grade. 
 
If you just put it on the website, without calling me over, handing me a filled out grade slip,  IT MAY NOT 
GET GRADED. 
 
 
What letter grades mean to me: 
 
Exceptional - Your assignment is great. Much better than average-above and beyond the call of duty. 
Proficient - Your assignment is above average. More than the minimum. Really looks good. 
Competent- An average grade. Your assignment possesses the minimum requirements. No errors or 
omissions.  
Beginning - Below average grade. Your assignment does not possess the minimum requirements (bad 
focus, bad exposure, inappropriate subject).There are errors or omissions. 
Insufficient Evidence - You didn't do the assignment or it was really, really, bad.  
 
 
Attendance: 
 
You are expected to be here, period.  
 
Tardies: 
 
Every student is expected to be in class on time. If a student is less than 10 minutes late they are considered 
tardy, after 10 minutes they are considered absent.  
 
 
 



CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
Students BRING ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES AT THEIR OWN RISK! HBHS is NOT responsible 
for lost or stolen electronic devices. Cell phones should not be used in class for phone calls, text messaging, 
or as a timepiece. If a parent has an important message during class they should call the main office and 
leave a message that will then be delivered to their student’s classroom. 
 
File management/backing up - Make a folder in your desktop named - Photo or Graphic Design. In that 
folder make a folder for each assignment. Name the assignment folders the first 3 or 4 letters of the 
assignment name and your last name example: compwilson (for the composition assignment). For photo In 
the assignment folder should be the finished high res jpegs-nothing else. Name the finished files what the 
online assignment sheet indicates. Don't throw these files away until the end of the semester. 
 
Back-up your photo or graphic design folder every week. If you don't you could lose all of your work for 
the semester. You can back up to:  
 
1. Flash drive if you have one, then move the files to your home computer. 
 
2. Upload them to your Google drive. 
 
Unless your files are in 2 different places, they are not secure. It's not if you will lose them, it's when. As a 
teacher I have seen it happen dozens of times. If your files vanish you will need to redo them - not fun : ( It 
is not the computers fault, it is your fault for not backing them up). When you tell me you don't have your 
assignment done because the computer messed-up I will refer you to this paragraph. 
 
Leaving the classroom 
 
1. If you need to go to the bathroom grab the pass by my desk. 
2. If you want to go anywhere else, check with me first. 
 
It is not OK to go to vending machines during class time. 
 
Working outside the classroom for video or photography is a privilege, not a right. If you do not act 
responsibly in the classroom or outside you will not be allowed to go outside during class.  
 
End of class 
 
Please stay in your desk until the bell rings. 
 
Computer Lab 
 
The computers are only to be used for photo class projects or research for photo class projects.  
No movies or games on the computer (except for the photography/graphic design/video, videos you will be 
watching). 
This is not a study hall. You should NEVER be working on things for other classes. There is always more 
to learn about photo/design/video. 
 
If you can't use the computer responsibly you will not be allowed to use the computer. That means no 
games, no online video or anything else that isn't related to the graphic design, video or photography 
class. When in doubt, check with me first. 
 
First offense: you will be locked out of the computer for the day (and given book assignments). 
 
Second offense: locked out for the week (and given book assignments). 
 
Third offense: locked out for the semester. You will work on assignments in the photo book. 



 
Please respect school and student materials. 
 
This is not a lunch room. Please don't eat in here. Water is OK, but anything else isn't. 
 
For the photo students: All assignments need to be shot and processed by you after the assignment is 
given. Don't use your old photos for your assignments. Don't use pictures from old class assignments for 
new assignments. You must shoot and process your own work. 
 
Turning in another student or persons work as you own is plagiarism . It will be dealt with as outlined in 
the student manual. 
 
As the semester progresses I will be changing things in the weekly schedule. 
 
Learning 
This is how things work in the Design Lab. 
 
1. Instructional Input-Class lecture, info to read, tutorial videos, etc. The theory for what you are about to 
learn. 
2. Modeling-Showing you how to do something, things I show you in the classroom. 
3. Guided Practice-Helping you with projects, assignments, etc. 
4. Independent Practice-This is where the actual learning occurs. It is you doing it by yourself. If someone 
is helping you it isn't independent practice. No independent practice, no learning. YOU need to do the 
independent practice. If you feel like you aren't learning it may be because you aren't doing enough 
independent practice. 
 
I want you to create exceptional photography/design/video. Electronic layout, Premier and Photoshop have 
created a wonderful opportunity for fast and easy revision. Redoing things is part of the process. Don't 
expect to get it right the first time. Leave time for revising. 
 
Class Website - Be sure you do everything the website tells you to do. Sometimes I'll go over those things 
and sometimes I won't. When in doubt do what the website says to do.  
	  


